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60 The building of the pyre was completed,  and the affair came out into the open.
The child began to adjure,  saying as follows:
«My father ¢ >  the pyre is built and completed;
where is the lamb, as you said, for here on the mountain there are no sheep?»
Abraham showed him the bonds,  and Isaac folded his hands :
65 «I know, my father, that it is coming to me  to be the lamb for the whole offering;
draw near, father, and bind me, tie tightly for me my bonds,
lest my limbs should shake, and there be a blemish in your sacrifice.
Sarah was wanting to see me  when I was bound like a lamb,
and she would have wept beside me with laments  and by her tears [ would have received comfort.
70 O my mother Sarah, I wish I could see you, and then be sacrificed!»
Abraham greatly rejoiced  at what he heard from the child,
for he imagined in his mind  that he would be offering up supplication
(e.g. to God with cries of grief) to deliver him from the knife.
So Abraham bound his son, carried him and placed him on the pyre;
75 he raised his eyes up to heaven  and cried out «Bless, O Lord».
He stretched out his hand for his knife (and it reached his dear son’s neck)
when all of a sudden the heaven was opened  and the Lord’s right hand overshadowed,
as a voice came from on high: «Abraham, hold back from the child;
your offering is accepted from this moment, your discernment accepted likewise,
80 and the child shall return in safety  and become (father) to thousands without number;
and without mention of your name, Abraham,  an offering shall not be accepted.
Look, a lamb is hanging on the tree, take the lamb and ofter it up in his place».



65-70 I know, my father ... : a speech of willing acceptance by Isaac at this point
is also to be found in Soghitha st. 35 and in Jacob of Serugh IV, pp. 91-3;
see also Introduction III(b)X6).

66-7 tie tightly ... shake ... blemish: for parallels in Jewish tradition and in
Romanos see Introduction IV(c)2) and IV(eX4).

68 Sarah is also mentioned at this point by Isaac in Soghitha st. 27, 33.

75 Bless Lord : the invocation is found elsewhere only in Amphilochius 222
(text) = 203 (tr.): «he bound the boy ... he spoke and said while he
looked upwards : ‘Lord, look and see’».

T7 right hand overshadowed : the phraseology is taken from Ps. 138:8 (cp also
Memra I 176), but the actual appearance of the divine hand here will have
been suggested by depictions of the Sacrifice of Isaac with the hand of
God appearing out of the sky, such as we find in the Dura Synagogue,
the Beth Alpha mosaic'°®, on many Christian sarcophagi and elsewhere;
on the hand in this scene see J. GUTTMANN, The Sacrifice of Isaac :
variations on a theme in early Jewish and Christian art, in D. AHRENS
(ed.), Thiasos ton Mouson : Festschrift fir J. Fink, Koln/Wien 1984,
pp. 115-22, and in general M. KIRIGIN, La mano divina nell’iconografia
cristiana, Rome 1976, pp. 53, 110-17. Note also Ps. Chrysostom, PG 56,
552 napaypijpa @éperar ovpavobev €léov @wvn, kabanep yeip TNV
YEIPA XWALOLOQ.

105 Jacob of Serugh IV, p. 94, however, deduces from Isaac’s ability to carry the

wood that he was not mere small child.
106 M. BREGMAN, The depiction of the ram in the Aqgedah mosaic at Beth Alpha

[in Hebrew), in Tarbiz, 51 (1982), p. 306-9, has plausibly argued that the mosaicist may
have used a Christian model (Y. ZAKoviTCH's rejoinder in Tarbiz, 52 (1982), p. 1434
does not seem convincing).



78 voice : so Anon.Hom. 43, against the biblical text («the angel of the Lord »);
see the commentary to Memra I 107 and Introduction III(bX7) and
IV(a)8).
hold back (nah): the verb (which occurs again in line 132) is otherwise
unattested in Syriac; it is evidently cognate to Arabic nahnaha, naha
«restrain». For other verbs used in this context see on Memra I 107,
108.

79 your offering ... : taken from Memra I 114.
your discernment : the manuscript has purganak, « your salvation», evidently
a corruption of pursanak, «your discernment», found in Memra I 114.
The same confusion is found in the manuscript tradition of Soghitha 54
(KIRSCHNER's text should read purgana; B.L. Add. 12147 and 14506
read pursana).

81 without mention of your name : based on Memra I 105 (see the commentary
there).

82 lamb ... hanging ... tree : for the Christianized phraseology see Introduc-
tion [V(a)(5).
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